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The Warren Report 
And Its Critics 


ARTICLE I: The One-Bullet Theory 
By MICHAEL J. BERLIN 


ONESULLET theory, Arlen Specter roculls, 
“started to take shape... early in the work of the 
Commission. The staff started to view the films of the 
assussination early in January (1964). We started to 
think of all the possibilities, i had orimin- 
ally been that the first bulle the ta neck, 
the second hit Gov. Connally, the third hit the Presi- 










dent's head... 
“But thon, we w the location of the woul 
mettre Of thick nt's @ gpa tho bullet 
that made that wound Ww _ = nw? oO r 





.. » and, because of the 
escaped from the car (with 
Where did it go?” 

"The genesis of an idea is always very hard to pin 
down. Bul as } truct ‘ t 
theory came inte sharpest “ 
team ft 
¢condu autopsy on John F. Kennedy at Bethes- 

‘ the Friday befove his testimony.” 

By the dav Humes testified—March 16, 1964— 
Specter reenlls, further Indieations favoring the one- 
bullet theory had been dug out of FBI reports hy 

pecter and other lawyers on the Commission staff. 

Nobody knew [t at the time, but the “one-bullet, 
two-victim theory” was to be the cornerstone of the 
Warren Report's case that Lee Harvey Oswald, acting 
alone, assassinated President Kennedy and wounded 
Gov, Connally of Texas on Noy. 22, 1963. 

It was Specter’s greatest contribution. But It was 
also his great failure, his crirics say, because in setting 
out tO prove the onebullet theory, he left the role of 
investigator and became a prosecutor. They say his 
questioning of expert witnesses was designed to pro- 
duce supporting testimony for his theory 

The theory Itself Is quite simple: Three bullets 
were fired from the sixth Ooor of the Texas School Book 
Depository in Dallas, One went actray and was never 
found. A portion of jt nicked a curb, and caused a 
scratch to a pedestrian. Both curb and pedestrian 
were @ good distance from the motorcade. A second 
bullet hit President Kennedy in the head—the fatal 
wound, Fragments, presumably from this bullet, were 
found under a floor mat in the back of the Presidential 
limousine, and on the front reat, 

A third bullet—almost certainly the first to be 
flred—is the key one. According to the theory, which 
the Cornmission accepted, it hit Kennedy in the back 
ot the neck, exited (rom his throat, entered the bacix 
of Connally (who was sitting directly im [ront of the 
President), exited through the Governor's chest, 
passed through his wrist, and imbedded Itself in his 
thigh. The bullet, almost (but mot quite) in periect 
ahape, its metal jacket intact, was found on a stretcher 
in Parkland Hospltal that might well have been Con- 


nally's (but might not have: 
OD Bs =399. 


This bullet was lubeled Commission 
THE BULLETS TRAVELS SOUND FANTASTIC. 


— Specter admits that, when he asked ballistics ex- 


vis to duplicare rhis shor with cadavers, he was (id 


hat “not one shot out of a thousand” could match Ir. 


(The ballistics tests did not duplicate the conditions 
of the assassination; among other things, the bodies 
were not positioned to correspond to the way the 
President and the Governor were sitting In the car.) 

So the Commission was obliged to demonstrate the 
plausibility af the one-oullet theory In a negative man- 
ner—by establistiing that it couldn't. have happened 
any other way, iculurly 3 Lane 
and Bebe Seely have made t e 


the Co of (heir attacks. The problems téey 
bring ho are those; J 
eReparts by FRI nien who witnessed he nutepsy 


contradict the Bethenta surgeons’ testimony before 
tie Conmmisaina. Theae reports soy the bullet peue- 
trated only “the length of a finger,” and there twas 
uo path of exit, Rowgh aketehes, which the autopsy 








In re-esasinest of assassination, dotted line shows 
Commission's of how bullet passed through 
President Kennedy (rear) and hit Gov. Connally. 


surgeons later termed inaccurate, join the FAL sien 
in plucing the wound ia the beck—lower thon the 


surgeons’ final antopsy report places it. W°T pa Ac 
Bur 8 er says he q 5 cTPanouts, replies that this report is not among the Com- 


and satisfied himself that th 


ioned the’ FBI 
on 





snatches of doctors’ conversation overheard anf 
Write ese inte pecter asks 
himself today. * ves. I? ‘t know.” 27 

As to whethe wound was e ent’'s 


“back” or “neck,” tbe difference is semantic. If you 
measure 14 cm. (a little more than 5*: inches) down 
trom the lower tip of your mastold process—that bony 
thing behind| your ear—you'll come to a spot—hback, 
neck, call lt Avhat you will—that {js higher than the 
knot of your’tie. And that’s what the autopsy report 
says. 

eTho wound in the President's throat, obliterated 
by a tracheatomy at Parkiand Hospital in o futile at- 
tempt to preserve his life, waa originaliy identified 
by Parkland doctors ox an entrance wound. 

The Parkland doctors have since conceded that 
what they saw may have been either an entrance 
or an exit wound, They did so under persistent ques- 
tioning by Specter, whose motivating puzzle was: 
if one bullet went in the front, and another went in 
the back, what happened to them? 

© Sonnniis and hia wife are convinerd that the 
first Outlet hit Kennedy, the second hit the Governor. 
A ntudy of the film of the aananyination (taken by an 
omnotenr photograpiicr), shows that Connally grimace 
of hin wounds about half a second after Kennedy dors. 
Thia seems too niuch of 4 differcutial for one Bille? 
fo have hit Doth men. 

Bul a “loser look at the film indicates that a good 
number of frames before Connally's face expresses 
pain, he is lifting his wrist. the one the bullet passed 
through. from his lap. One interpretation of the film 
is that his wrist, when lifted, is departing from the 
path that the bullet followed fram chest to thigh— 
s0 he had to have been shot before lifting his wrist. 

* Medical experts testified that they doubted that 
ony bullet could have done that domage aud emerged 
ti such qood shape as =399. 

‘The Commission’s explanation was.that there were 
indicaticns that the bullet was. tumbling, entered the 
wrist backivards, afd therefore didn't get as dented 
as it mich! have, had the front end entered firat, 

* Arcording to some unofficial ecienlations, mors 
mela! wos found in Connally than wos minsing Jrom 
*299 — ao 4598 conuldwt have been the billet thot 
hit. them. 

The Commission staffers Insist that no calculations 
ean be exact. At most, #399 is missing 2.4 grains of 


metal 2 of ts removed from Connally 
oy = wus lost, > os mwhs 
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4S grain. A third piece, of undetermined weight, re- 


mains in Connally's thigh. Commission staffers say 
the exact weights can never be determined. 


" * * 


THESE ARE JUST SOME OF THE WEAK SPOTS— 

and explanations—in the one-bullet theory, but there 
are two things, some experts say, that could help 
make it stand up, 

One is a look at the 51 photos (25 black-and-white: 
26 in color) and 14 X-rays reportedly taken at the 
Kennedy autopsy. It is likely that these can determine 
just where the bullet hit, and perhaps the path it - 
took going out. 

The second thing that bears looking Into is whether 
the 4-grain fragment from Connally’s wrist is a piece 
of lead from Bullet 299 (if it is. $399 was the bullet 
that hit Connally). 

Ballistics experts say the way to go about this 
is by spectrographic analysis or neutron activation 
analysis. Both are tests aimed st a compari:on of 
impurities found within pleces of lead. If the im- 
purities match, then the probabilities are that the 
pieces of lead came [rom the tame source. Spectro- 
graphy identifies the impurities by means of their 
color wavelongths. Neutron activation identifies them 
by their varying reactions to radioactivity. 

The point out (and no one has contradicted 
them} nowhere in the Report, in the 26 volumes 
of evidence, in the 300 cubic feet of Cammission 
papers, has anything yet been found to indleate that 
=399 and the Connally wrist fragment underwent the 
neutron test. 

As the spectrography, FBI expert Robert Frazier 
testified on May 13, 1964, that various builet 
including the wrist fragment and =399, had 
compared with one another, He was asked “Is i 
possible to state with any more certainty whether 
not any of these fragments came from the f 
bullet?” - 

“Not definitely, no,” Frazier replied, “only that 
they are of similar lead composition.” 

Earlier. Frazier had testified: “That examination 
was performed by a spectrographer, John F. Galia- 
gher, and I do not have the results of this examina- 
tions here, although I did ascertain that lt was deter- 
mined that the lead fragments were similar in 
composition.” 

Gallagher was called upon by a Commission 
counsel on Sept. 15, 1964. He was not asked about the 
Speectrography test, but about evidence that Osivaid 
had fired a weapon sometime before his arrest. 

This would not be noteworthy in itself, were it not 
for the fact that for some reason the 
repert of Gallagher's tests referred to by Frazier 
appears to be missing from the Commission files. 

The National Arohives, asked about its where- 


mission papers, either classified or unclassified. The 
archivicts say they have written to the FBI about it, 
but have not yet received an answer. 


* * * 


iT BOILS DOWN TO THIS: IF BOTH X-RAYS AND 

analysis support the one-bullet theory, it would 
appear that one weapon, fired from the rear. did all 
the damage. (Ballistics tests show that both =399 and 
fragments from the fatal head shot came from one 
source—Oswald's rific.) 

All possible contradictions will not have been 
explained by such a finding, but what remained would 
have to be disregarded. 

But if elther X-rays or analysis destroys the one 
bullet theory, It would appear that there was probably 
more than one assassin, probably a conspiracy—a 
whole new range of pass\bilities opens up. 

For the Commission accepts FBI findings that 
Oswald's rifle could be fired only once every 23 
second; and accepts the film of the assassination, 
which provides conclusive evidence that Connally 
must have been hit les than 2.3 seconds alter 
Kennedy. 

Therefore—tf two separate bullets were Involyed— 
Cawald’s cifle couldn't have fred both shots: someone 
ese was firing as weil 

What then, happened to the other bullets? The only 
answers would be a Grand Conspiracy or—much more 
believable—utter Inefficiency. (The fragments from 
the fatal head shot were not found until hours later, 
AFTER the Presidential Ilmousine had been brought 
back to Washington. Perhaps other bullets were never 
found at all.) 


The Commission's suggest, In ease the 
one-bullet theory t Kennedy may have been 
wounded an had been thourrlt. 


The Commission, though, did a pretty good job of 
showing that the time span between the Kennedy and 
Connally wounds, ss seen in the film, was less than 
2.3 seconds. 

Whether the Oswaid rifle could fire In less than 
23 seconds (West Coast writer Joel Pimsiour claims 
a University of California professor has been timed 
in one second flat; a pro-Commission man claims he 
has seen Mark Lane, the Commission’s arch-nemesis, - 
inadvertently operate the bolt of a similar rifle almost 
a5 quickly while on TV) remains to be determined. 

If the one-bullet theory .collapses, there is one 
fascinating alternative. 


TOMORROW: The Grassy Knoll Theory 
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